
"Children with Special Needs Create,
while their Families Chat!"

UNIQUELY ME CREATIVE ARTS

Serving Children with
Special Needs
and their Families

OUR MISSION

To improve sensory processing disorder for children through 

sensory-focused creative arts activities while their families 

engage in family chats led by experts in the field.

530+
Families Served
Since Oct 2023

275+
Recurring Families

Served since founding

130+
UMCA and Community 

Events to Date
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THE STORY BEHIND UMCA

Deon & Elijah's Story

"UMCA was born from the unexpected diagnosis of my 
son at birth."

Without the proper maternal health resources and care at the age of 21, I was left alone after 
the diagnosis of my son. Founder Deon Jones created UMCA after her son Elijah was born with 
Down Syndrome and later diagnosed with autism — leading to Sensory Processing Disorder 
(SPD).

Witnessing how few resources existed for families navigating SPD, Deon was inspired to act by 
creating the organization she wished she had when she was 21.

Deon brings 17 years of NYC Dept. of Education experience — as a special education teacher, 
assistant principal, and district math and science instructional specialist.

As a lifelong Brooklynite, she collaborates with elected officials and community organizations to 
provide resource fairs, seminars, and workshops for children and families across NYC.

Deon Jones
Founder, UMCA
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THE NEED WE ADDRESS & HOW WE RESPOND

Sensory Processing Disorder — and UMCA's Answer

What is SPD?

A neurological condition where the brain misreads sensory 
signals — causing behavioral, social, and developmental 
challenges for children of all abilities.

The Family Impact

When a child is diagnosed, the whole family is affected. Parents 
often face grief, isolation, and burnout — yet most programs 
focus only on the child, leaving families behind.

UMCA's Whole-Family Model:

Children engage with sensory arts, music, dance, drama, and 
digital art. Parents get expert support. Every family leaves 
stronger.

😔
Isolation

Peer community

📚
No Roadmap

Expert guidance

💰
Cost Barriers

Free programs

🤝
No Village

Real community

OUR PROGRAMS

🎭 Sensory Zone Drop-In

● Sat, 11AM–2:30PM | 1047A Fulton St, BK

● Ages 3–18 | All abilities welcome

● Rock Climbing, Trampoline, Arts & Music

💬 Family Chats

● Expert workshops for parents in-session

● OTs, BCBAs, therapists & wellness coaches

● Bilingual support & Family Respite

📚 Sensory Curriculum

● NYS Visual Arts Standards aligned

● School & Community Network partnerships

1 in 6 children experience severe sensory challenges.

Partners: BAM · ADAPT Community Network · Bethany Baptist Church · NYC DOE 3 / 17 | UMCA





WHY UMCA IS NECESSARY

Brooklyn's Only Sensory Zone That Provides Resources for 
Parents

WITHOUT UMCA

✕
No free sensory zone for children with special needs to explore and 
grow

✕
No expert parent support — families receive a diagnosis with no 
next steps

✕ No access to OT, PT, or BCBA outside of expensive private therapy

✕
No community — caregivers isolated, overwhelmed, and without a 
village

▶

WITH UMCA

✓
Free weekly Sensory Zone — arts, movement, chess, trampoline, 
rock climbing

✓
Expert Family Chats every Saturday — OT, PT, BCBA, psychologist 
on-site

✓
Therapeutic programming at TWO community spaces across 
Brooklyn

✓ Culturally affirming, bilingual, and welcoming to every family

✓
A real community — parents connected, supported, and no longer 
alone

UMCA OPERATES TWO COMMUNITY SPACES

UMCA SENSORY ZONE

1047A Fulton Street · Clinton Hill, Brooklyn

Weekly Saturday drop-in classes · Ages 3–18

Dedicated sensory arts rooms + movement space

Opened October 2025 · Expanding basement & backyard

+
2 Spaces

BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH

Marcus Garvey Blvd · Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn

Monthly Sensory Saturdays — family respite programming

Autism Awareness Sunday & Legislative Breakfast

Community events, clergy partnerships & outreach

UMCA is the only organization in Brooklyn offering a free sensory zone AND expert parent resources 
under one roof — serving children with special needs and their families
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Total Community Impact Since Founding
October 2023 – April 2026 UMCA By the Numbers

530+
Total Registration Touchpoints

275+
Recurring Participants

55+
ZIP Codes Reached

130+
Programs & Events Run

17+
OPWDD Self-Direction Families

2023
Year Founded

PROGRAM HISTORY · MAJOR EVENTS SINCE FOUNDING

UMCA Founded

Oct 2023

First Drop-In 
Classes

Winter 2023–24

Spring & Fall 
Programming

2024

Genesis Grant 
Check Signing

May 21, 2025

Sensory Zone 
Grand Opening

Oct 4, 2025

2nd Annual 
Fundraiser

Nov 15, 2025

Mom's Take 
Broadway

Nov 22, 2025

Holiday Sensory 
Party

Dec 13, 2025

Sensory Zone 
Weekly Drop-In

Oct 2025–Present

Sensory Saturdays 
(10 Toes Down)

Jan–Mar 2026

UMCA × BAM 
Behavioral Strat.

Mar 14, 2026

Legislative & Clergy 
Breakfast

Mar 21, 2026

Autism Awareness 
Sunday

Apr 19, 2026
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GEOGRAPHIC REACH

Who We Serve — and Where They Come From

50
ZIP Codes Reached

(Oct 2025–Apr 2026)

5
Boroughs &
Westchester

18+
OPWDD Self-Direction

Families Enrolled

SENSORY NEEDS REPORTED — ALL PROGRAMS (%)

Sound  75% Touch  52% Body Awareness  55% Movement  45% Light  38%
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Parent Testimonials

UMCA Sensory Zone 
Video

UMCA Parent 
Testimonial Video 

UMCA Families
enjoy Broadway 
and Dinner

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UuZE7Ts9iknemszKKf4DPAA9efrFH480/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UuZE7Ts9iknemszKKf4DPAA9efrFH480/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Qe4sZTH26HpGxinlX8O6k5QUb_gkyrb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Qe4sZTH26HpGxinlX8O6k5QUb_gkyrb/view?usp=sharing
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DRdkz6dEWUb/?igsh=dHp0N21xeHh0NWky
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DRdkz6dEWUb/?igsh=dHp0N21xeHh0NWky
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DRdkz6dEWUb/?igsh=dHp0N21xeHh0NWky


RECOGNITION & HONORS UMCA Awards & Recognition

Women of Distinction Award
Presented by Assemblywoman Stefani Zinerman · 56th Assembly District · March 2025

NYS Citation

Recognized by Assembly Members Stefani Zinerman and Latrice 
Walker, Senator Jabari Brisport, and Council Member Crystal 
Hudson for outstanding service to the community.

Child Center of NY
Administration Leadership Award

Honored for exceptional leadership and organizational 
excellence in providing critical services to children and families 
with special needs across New York City.

Brooklyn Anti-Violence Coalition
Woman of Courage Award

Recognized for courageous advocacy and tireless dedication to 
building safer, more inclusive communities for vulnerable 
children and families throughout Brooklyn.

My Time Inc.
Disability Champion Award

Honored as a champion for individuals with disabilities, celebrating UMCA's 
commitment to creating affirming spaces and expanding access to arts 
programming for all abilities.

These awards reflect the trust, impact, and community standing UMCA has earned through its commitment to children with special needs and their families.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nAZlQdxp9fNXADYY78m3ELagzz4YZgNK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nAZlQdxp9fNXADYY78m3ELagzz4YZgNK/view?usp=sharing




UMCA’s Legislative & Clergy Breakfast
Top Left to Right: NYPD Communit 79th Precinct Councul President, Senator Jabari 
Brisport-25th Senate District, Assistant Chief of NYPD, Victoria Perry, Deon Jones-umca 
Founder, Rev. Kim Council-Dep. Brooklyn Borough President, Valerie Woolford-Senator 
Roxanne Persaud Representative, Adolphus C. Lacey-Senior Pastor Bethany Baptist 
Church, Debra Greif- NY Statewide Representative for Disabilities, Assemblymember 
Stefani Zinerman- 56th Assembly District



PARTNERSHIPS

Community Institutions That Stand With UMCA
UMCA works alongside government agencies, civic organizations, and community institutions to ensure that no family 
navigates this journey alone.

Government & Law Enforcement

New York City Police Department NYPD
Community engagement, safety partnerships, and outreach 
to families of children with special needs.

NYC Parks Department
Programming collaboration and access to outdoor 
recreational spaces for sensory activities.

NYC Dept. of Corrections
Family support programming for incarcerated parents and 
children navigating developmental disabilities.

Civic & Community

Bed-Stuy Lions Club
Community advocacy, fundraising support, and 
neighborhood-level outreach to UMCA families.

Brooklyn Academy of Music BAM
Joint behavioral strategy workshop series — Dr. Sam Blanco 
BCBAD, PhD — open to all caregivers.

ADAPT Community Network
Sensory curriculum deployment and disability resource 
connection for families.
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FINANCIALS & FUNDING

What We Have Raised — and Where We are Going

FUNDS RAISED TO DATE

$111,000
Total Raised Since Founding

Private Donations
$60,000

Genesis Foundation
$25,000

Assemblywoman Zinerman
$15,000

Brooklyn Org
$10,000

10 Toes Down
$1,000
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OUR GOALS FOR THE NEXT CHAPTER

Sensory Space Expansion
Expanding at 1047A Fulton St to include sensory rooms, therapy spaces, a family 
lounge, and an outdoor garden.
→ Capital investment for construction & build-out

Summer Program & Adult Day Habilitation Center
Providing life skills and community building for children and adults 18. Meeting 
growing demand for adult support.
→ Expansion to Summer School & Adults

Maternal Health Support
Coordinating pre/post-natal workshops and aftercare referrals directly to family 
programs.
→ Partnership agreement & referral pipeline





UNIQUELY ME CREATIVE ARTS

Partner With Us
Together, we close the gap between diagnosis and support — for children and the families who love 

them.

01

Fund Our Expansion

Invest in our basement and backyard 
build-out at 1047A Fulton Street.

02

Become a Partner
Join our referral network, co-sponsor 

events, or bring our curriculum to your 
organization.

03

Join Our Board

UMCA is recruiting mission-aligned board 
members and advisors.

Get in Touch

🌐  WEBSITE

umcanyc.org

📧  EMAIL

admin@umcanyc.org

📞  PHONE

917-453-3526

📍  ADDRESS

1047A Fulton St, Brooklyn, NY

📸  SOCIAL

@umcanyc
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